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White Nose Syndrome

Rich Geboy is the USFWS WNS coordinator of Region 3 and works directly with Jeremy Coleman (WNS national coordinator) and the national WNS plan.  Several new states were added to the list of WNS-affected areas including Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky in the Great Lakes Region.  A WNS-positive site in Ontario is within 100 miles of Michigan’s upper peninsula hibernacula.  Rich explained that “WNS suspect” means that the fungus is in the cave/mine and when the fungus has permeated the skin of the bat it is considered confirmed.  
Dan O’Brien commented that the Michigan WNS plan was approved and has been implemented.

Chris Hoving showed the DNRE-produced bat poster that had WNS information.  If anyone wants copies, please contact him.
Al Kurta reported that 5 bats from the UP were submitted for fungal testing.  PCR, fungal culture, and histopathology all test negative to date.  
Dave Kugler said that he wrote an article for the wildlife control industry about WNS.  

Dan O’Brien gave a presentation for the MADCA about WNS and the MDRE plan.  

Rich Geboy suggested that deadlines be set for researchers that request samples from Michigan.  The national WNS meeting will be in May in Arkansas.  
Bats and Mines

Al Kurta reported that 24 hibernacula sites were monitored in the fall/winter, including 3 of the 4 tourist mines (Iron, Adventure, Quincy).  Data loggers were placed on bats for the third year in a row.  He recommended that the North Cliff with about 2,500 bats be gated to protect the bats.  Unfortunately, the property owner is not supportive.  

Bill Scullon said that the DNRE is finishing the gating project at the Iron Mountain Mine in 2011.

Al Kurta said that a summary of data regarding mine location and number of bats is available from 1980.  Julie Melotti is working on GPS coordinates for the sites.  
The group discussed the possibility of installing a “beam-break” system to monitor bats at the Millie Hill Mine.  Dave Redell (WI DNR ecologist) will be consulted for details.
Bill Scullon reported that the DNRE has a multi-year mine surveillance contract with EMU.  Educational signs have been replaced at Millie Hill Mine.  The cost to place them at other public sites is $600 per panel (4 panels total).  Bill said that the Adventure Mine is screening visitors about the possibility of cross contaminating from WNS positive sites outside Michigan.  

The group talked about Mammoth Cave’s decontamination mats currently being used.  

Chris Reidy asked for a list of priority mine sites that are in need of gating on private land.  Funding is available through the USDA.  Bill Scullon and Al Kurta offered to provide this information.  Rich Geboy also mentioned that funding may also be available through the USFWS.  
Wind Farms

The Michigan Wildlife and Wind Technical Work Group is still working on siting recommendations.  Rob Mies and Al Kurta are both involved with this group.  
Chris Hoving discussed that the American Wind Energy Association is working on producing a template HCP that would allow a certain amount of “take” from wind turbines.  Mitigation funding would be used to protect bats.  

An Echotrack (radar and bat detectors) study was conducted by U.S. and Canadian researchers in the summer of 2010 but a summary has not yet been made available.  
Joseph Bump from Michigan Tech will be using ultrasonic detectors on light houses on shoals, and ferries from Ludington to Manitowok. 
Maarten Vonhof and Amy Russell (funded through the Department of Energy) are applying genetic techniques to estimate effective population sizes of bats to be able to compare year to year to determine population trends.  

Chris Mensing said that a “Lightar” 2-year study (bat detectors on buoys) will be conducted.  
Indiana Bat

USFWS asked for guidance on timeline for recommendation of tree clearing with regards to the endangered Indiana bat.  The group said that it would be best to clear trees between November 1st and March 31st to avoid directly impacting Indiana bats.  
2010 Research

Al Kurta mentioned that one of his students finished her apple orchard study of organic versus traditional farming.  No difference was found in insect population and bat populations.  Guano DNA analysis is on going.  

Marteen Vonhof reported that his graduate student continued to estimate parasite predictability in big brown bats.  Marteen is also finishing a 12-year summary of bat viral and parasite hot spots.  

Vonhoff and Russell are studying the population genetics of little brown bats.    

2011 Research

Amy Russell said that she is starting population genetics on pips.  She is also very interested in WNS in European bats.  

Dave Dillman reported that driving acoustic surveys will continue in 2011. This information will provide baseline data.  Chris Schumacher is doing similar studies on the Huron-Manistee National Forest.  
Midwest Bat Working Group

The 3rd Midwest Bat Working Group meeting was held in conjunction with other regional bat working groups in February in Kentucky.  
Karen Francl conducted a study that found lower numbers of juveniles in WNS-affected areas.  

BCI reported on the success of ultrasonic emitters that have worked to discourage bats around turbines.  

Great Lakes Bat Festival

The 2010 bat festival attracted about 1,500 people to Cranbrook Institute of Science.  The 2011 (10th Annual) festival will be July 9, 2011.  Please let Rob Mies know if you can volunteer, attend, or set up an exhibit.  
Rabies

Kim Signs reported that 5% of bats tested positive in Michigan in 2010, falling within the 4-6% range over the years.   One man died last year from bat rabies in Michigan.  This was the 2nd case in Michigan’s recorded history.   
Other

Barb Hosler reported that a status review is ongoing for the possible protection of little brown, northern long-eared, and other bats by the USFWS.  
